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Harvard  Law Schoo l  i s  a  major  p rov ide r  o f  f r ee  l ega l  se rv i ce s . 
We as s i s t  thousands  o f  low- income c l i ent s  each  year.

hls has a 
mandatory 
pro bono 
requirement, 
which many 
students fulfill 
through pro 
bono clinical 
work.

harvard has 
more clinical 
opportunities 
in more areas 
of the law than 
any other law 
school.

nearly  900 
students a 
year enroll  in 
the clinical 
progr ams at  hls .

over 75  percent 
of our students 
take at  least 
one clinic  while 
at  hls ;  some do 
three,  four,  or 
more.

in the class 
of  2010,  441 
students did 
133 ,740 hour s of 
pro bono work 
through clinics .

harvard law 
school has 10 
clinical  faculty 
and more than 
50 other clinical 
instructor s, 
all  expert 
pr actit ioner s  
and teacher s.
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For more information about clinics at 
Harvard Law School:

www.law.harvard.edu/academics/clinical/index.htm

“	Through the Harvard Law School Clinical and Pro Bono Programs, students provide high-qual-

ity, free legal services to thousands of people each year and innovative law reform efforts in the 

United States and around the globe. Working alongside gifted and creative Clinical Professors, 

Instructors, and lawyers in legal institutions around the world, students find the extraordinary 

rewards of serving others while gaining invaluable learning experiences and advancing justice 

and fairness. Part laboratory, part teaching hospital, our clinics and pro bono programs reflect 

the commitment to public service that animates this school.”

							       — Dean Martha Minow

harvard law school’s  clinical  progr ams: 
learning the law,  serving the world

Harvard Law School is fortunate to have the most 

extensive clinical legal education program in the 

world, offering students unparalleled opportunities 

for experiential learning under the supervision and 

mentorship of our highly experienced clinical faculty.

We have in-house clinics on-site at HLS in more 

than 28 areas of the law, as well as 300 externships at 

outside organizations and the option to create your 

own clinical opportunities in new areas of the law. 

You can choose policy work, transactional work, 

litigation, and more; you can help a homeless per-

son in Cambridge get disability benefits, assist in 

the prosecution of war crimes in Cambodia, intern 

for the new Consumer Financial Protection Agency 

in D.C., or work on briefs submitted to the U.S. 

Supreme Court. 

The HLS Clinical and Pro Bono Programs are closely 

connected to our deep commitment to public service 

and helping those most in need. HLS students are 

required to provide 40 hours of pro bono legal 

services before they graduate, but we are proud that 

most go far beyond: the members of the Class of 2010 

averaged 556 hours of pro bono legal services, with 

some students providing 2,000 or more hours of free 

legal services during their tenure at HLS. 

In the past five years, in response to student demand 

and the increased needs of low-income clients, our 

program has grown enormously. We have hired 

more clinical faculty and instructors, expanded our 

scope to help many more needy clients, and added 

clinics in new areas of the law. Today, more than 75 

percent of our students take at least one clinic; some 

do three, four, or more. They graduate with invalu-

able practical experience but so much more: a close 

relationship with their clinical professors and the 

personal reward of assisting clients in need.

Our students get experiences they simply cannot 

receive anywhere else, and when they graduate, are 

well prepared to practice law. They are hired by the 

top legal services organizations, NGOs and private 

firms, by federal and state agencies, and by law 

schools around the world.
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The Clinical Legal Education Program is one of the 

most valued aspects of a Harvard Law School educa-

tion. We offer opportunities in virtually every area of 

the law, type of practice, and type of placement, and 

continue to grow our programs to provide the best ed-

ucation possible.

Students in the Capital Punishment Clinic work 

with capital punishment resources centers primarily 

in the southern United States, representing clients on 

death row and assisting with research and investiga-

tions. They work on-site around the country during win-

ter term, then continue from HLS during the spring.

In the Child Advocacy Program, students rep-

resent children in advocacy cases and promote sys-

temic change through impact litigation and legislative 

reform.

In the Criminal Justice Institute, 3L students 

get intensive training in trial advocacy from national 

experts, then defend misdemeanor and felony cases in 

court, and represent juvenile clients in administrative 

and school hearings.

The Cyberlaw Clinic at the Berkman Center 

for Internet and Society engages students in 

cutting-edge projects involving the Internet, includ-

ing issues related to free speech, online media, child 

exploitation and pornography, copyright and licensing, 

and content control.

At the District Attorney/Criminal Prosecu-

tion Clinic, third-year students work in local Dis-

trict Attorneys’ offices prosecuting criminal cases and 

Gender Violence & Title IX students explore 

the causes and effects of gender violence through re-

search, advocacy, and policy work.

The Ghana Project combines law, social move-

ment organizing, and grassroots empowerment 

strategies as students travel to Ghana and work 

from Cambridge in an effort to make basic health 

care available to all Ghanaians. 

The Government Lawyers Clinics include 

Federal Prosecution (with placements in the U.S. At-

torney’s Office in Boston), State Prosecution (with 

placements in local district attorneys’ office), the 

Role of the State Attorney General, and Semester 

in D.C., in which students live in Washington, D.C. 

for spring semester while doing policy work for U.S. 

agencies such as the Justice Department, State De-

partment, and U.S. Senate Offices. The “Green Cit-

ies” Clinic, and the Judicial Process in Community 

Courts Clinic, are also government lawyer clinics.

Green Cities combines a study of local govern-

ment law and environmental law in examining the 

efforts of New York City in dealing with legal issues 

related to climate change, brownfields, waterways, 

and more. 

In partnership with Greater Boston Legal Servic-

es, the Harvard Immigration and Refugee 

Clinic represents low-income applicants for U.S. 

refugee status, asylum cases, and related protec-

tions, in cases that often result in national impact.

The Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, the oldest stu-

dent-run legal services organization in the U.S., rep-

handling bail hearings, arraignments, motion hear-

ings, and trials.

The Education Law Clinic of the Trauma 

Learning Policy Initiative is doing leading-

edge work in connecting childhood trauma to learn-

ing difficulties; it pursues scientific research and sys-

temic remedies to improve the educational system, 

while representing families whose children face ex-

pulsion or disciplinary action.

The Emmett Environmental Law and Poli-

cy Clinic offers students unusually high-level work 

for major environmental organizations and govern-

ment agencies, providing skills not just in litigation 

but regulatory matters, legislative work, policy work, 

and client counseling.

In the employment law clinic, students work 

in plaintiff-side law firms doing employment civil 

rights work.

The estate planning/disability law clinic 

at the WilmerHale Legal Services Center provides di-

rect services in estate planning and disability benefits.

The Family and LGBT Clinic of the WilmerHale  

Legal Services Center assists low-income clients 

with divorce, child support, and related matters, and 

provide direct legal services to the LGBT community.

In collaboration with the U.S. Department of the Trea-

sury, students at the Federal Government Debt 

Collection Clinic do policy and regulation work 

on federal debt collection law.

the harvard law school
clinics  at  a  glance
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resents low-income clients in family law, government 

benefits, wage and hour, and housing matters, and 

is part of HLS’s comprehensive approach to fighting 

the national foreclosure crisis.

The CENTER FOR HEALTH LAW AND POLICY  

INNOVATION (formerly the Health Law and Policy 

Clinic) of the WilmerHale Legal Services Center  

represents low-income clients with serious health  

issues such as HIV/AIDS. It is also a national leader 

in health policy initiatives.

By actively promoting the rule of law, documenting 

abuses, conducting fact-finding missions, and litigat-

ing major cases throughout the world, the Inter-

national Human Rights Clinic teaches the 

vital issues, institutions, and processes of the hu-

man rights movement.

At the Judicial Process in Community 

Courts Clinic, students clerk for judges in vari-

ous Massachusetts Trial Court departments, includ-

ing the District Court, Boston Municipal Court, Juve-

nile Court, Housing Court and Superior Court.

The Mississippi Delta Project offers students 

the opportunity to work on health, education, eco-

nomic development and other projects through HLS 

Clinics and discrete pro bono projects, both from 

Cambridge and on-site in Mississippi.

The Harvard Negotiation & Mediation 

Clinic is unique among law school clinics in its 

focus on teaching students to design dispute reso-

lution systems; students also learn negotiation 

skills while working on complex projects for clients 

throughout the U.S. and world.

The Post-Foreclosure Eviction Defense 

Housing Clinic of the WilmerHale Legal Ser-

vices Center represents tenants who are facing 

evictions by banks or other lenders, and, with the 

Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, is part of HLS’s compre-

hensive approach to fighting the foreclosure crisis.

The Predatory Lending/Consumer Pro-

tection Clinic of the WilmerHale Legal Services 

Center helps low- and moderate-income clients com-

bat abuses in the consumer financial services indus-

try, ensuring access to credit markets.

The Sports Law Clinic teaches students the full 

range of negotiation, contract drafting, transactional 

and advocacy skills of sports law, and places them 

with major league sports teams, players’ organiza-

tions, and law firms representing these groups.

In the Supreme Court Clinics, students work 

on high-profile and high-impact cases before the 

U.S. Supreme Court, federal courts of appeals, and 

state supreme courts, and includes the opportunity 

to work on-site in D.C.

Students in the Transactional Law Clinics 

learn a wide range of transactional skills such as 

drafting contracts, leases, and other matters to as-

sist clients such as entrepreneurs, musicians, small 

businesses, and others with intellectual property, 

corporate, real estate, and community development 

matters.
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the hls  clinical  faculty  and clinical instructors are an exceptional group of more than 60 expert practitioners 

dedicated to teaching students to become highly skilled lawyers. They are not only scholars in their fields but seasoned attorneys with significant 

experience in the courtroom and other settings. They are also dedicated mentors who are trained to work with students. They carefully select proj-

ects that meet each student’s interests, and tailor their level of supervision to each student’s style and ability. The clinician-student relationship ex-

tends beyond clinical work to include advising about academic and career options. Clinical students say this experience of working with the devot-

ed HLS clinical faculty is particularly rewarding and important to their legal education.
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d a v i d  w i l l i a m s  ’ 1 2

“	The Bureau has successfully respond-

ed to the legal needs of people in 

Boston and Cambridge for almost 

100 years. We feel a deep sense of 

personal ownership in our cases.”

44
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harvard legal  aid bureau

T he Harvard Legal Aid Bureau is the oldest student-

run legal services organization in the country. 

Founded in 1913, it soon will celebrate its 100th anniver-

sary of providing free legal aid to the poor. Bureau alum-

ni include Michelle Obama ’88; former Bureau presi-

dent Deval Patrick ’82, the governor of Massachusetts; 

and U.S. Supreme Court Justice William Brennan ’31.

The Bureau is unique among HLS Clinics in that it is en-

tirely student-run, under the direction of Clinical Profes-

sor of Law David Grossman ’88 and staff attorneys. Its 

40 2L and 3L students make a two-year commitment to 

work 20 hours a week (unlike other clinics, in which stu-

dents enroll for one semester at a time). Students assist 

clients with family law, government benefit, wage and 

hour, and housing matters. 

The Bureau is also the clearinghouse for the compre-

hensive anti-foreclosure work at HLS, including the in-

novative Project No One Leaves, created by two Bureau 

students. Project No One Leaves, which is having re-

markable success at beating back the foreclosure crisis 

in Boston, has received national attention, including be-

ing featured on NPR and the PBS NewsHour. It stands 

as a model for other law schools and organizations at 

cities across the U.S., and the Bureau is happy to assist 

others in establishing anti-foreclosure projects; please 

contact them directly.

N o  O n e  L e av e s  w a s  s ta r t e d  by two stu-

dents in the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau who wanted 

to fight the foreclosure crisis in Boston. I joined No 

One Leaves a few weeks into my 1L year. Every week-

end, me and this other guy would get in the car and 

head to our zone, in Dorchester, going to foreclosed-

on homes, encouraging people to get linked to the 

Bureau and CityLife, our partner organization. It 

was a powerful to see how these issues affect the city 

and the country. I then applied to join the Bureau, 

so I could represent people going through foreclo-

sure. The Bureau not only gives free legal advice but 

also lobbies against certain bank practices and for 

new legislation, so we can have tangible effects on 

a macro level while helping to keep people in their 

homes and neighborhoods strong. 

Everyone in the Bureau does either housing or fam-

ily law, and can also do employment, social security 

benefits, or wage and hours cases. We’re always 

looking into other practice areas depending on what 

the community needs, which is cool. The Bureau 

is a student-run pro bono law firm. While David 

Grossman [Clinical Professor and Bureau director] is 

crucial, the student board makes the policy decisions. 

That’s what I love about it. It’s so dynamic.

I have a post-foreclosure case where I’m negotiat-

ing with the bank to allow our client, the tenant, 

to buy the house. My client has lived there for 10 

years, paying rent the whole time, but the landlord 

got foreclosed on. If it weren’t for the Bureau, she 

would have been kicked out months ago. Now she’ll 

be there for the foreseeable future and may end 

up buying the house. I still do the door-to-door 

canvassing in the city, once or twice a month. I was 

also the training director for No One Leaves, train-

ing students from all the chapters we’ve launched 

in Boston, at Suffolk University and Boston College 

Law School and New England Law. Our model has 

spread across Massachusetts, and students in Mi-

ami, Florida have started their own No One Leaves 

chapter. We held a conference on anti-foreclosure 

work in November, with more 100 law students and 

lawyers from around the country. We’re helping 

groups in Detroit, Baltimore, and other cities start 

their own initiatives. 

I was elected President of the Bureau for this year, 

and I’m excited about the growth of new practice 

areas. Family law students have been creating in-

novative ways to reach more clients through pro se 

divorce clinics, while our employment practice has 

expanded and may add employment discrimina-

tion cases. The Bureau fosters a culture of creativity 

and experimentation that has lead to many of our 

innovative programs. Harvard is full of extremely 

bright, talented individuals working on all the most 

pressing issues in the legal field today. If you are 

passionate about legal services, public interest work, 

or simply becoming the best litigator possible, and 

if you are proactive and willing to work hard, there 

is no better place for you than Harvard Law School. 

The resources here are unmatched. n
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“	I marvel at the experiences I had 

as a student at HLS, from train-

ing U.S. military officers in Poland 

to working with youth in Belfast 

who’ve suffered from terrorism 

and other acts of violence.”

e l a i n e  l i n  ’ 1 0
Consultant, Melbourne, Australia
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harvard negotiation & mediation clinical  progr am

The Harvard Negotiation & Mediation Clinical Pro-

gram (HNMCP), just four years old, represents the 

next generation of dispute resolution practice and peda-

gogy. Under the direction of Clinical Professor of Law 

Robert Bordone ’97, it is the only law school clinic with 

a primary focus on the leading-edge field of Dispute Sys-

tem Design, in which students learn to design conflict-

resolution systems tailored to meet the needs of each 

client and situation. Part of Harvard’s world-renowned 

Program on Negotiation, the Clinic’s innovative curricu-

lum resulted in the Clinic receiving the 2010 “Problem 

Solving in the Law School Curriculum Award” from the 

Conflict Prevention and Resolution Institute, a think tank 

that promotes innovation in dispute resolution. 

Projects provide students with the practical conflict res-

olution skills to operate at the highest levels when they 

graduate. Clients include: 

Southern Coalition for Social Justice/ 
Heirs’  Property Coalition

Students worked with low-income, minority families in 

North Carolina to help resolve conflicts over large, joint-

ly owned tracts of land they stood to lose to tax foreclo-

sure or forced court sale.

HEWLETT PACKARD & CHICONY ELECTRONICS

Students traveled to Dongguan, China to help develop a 

new grievance system for 5,000 workers in two supply-

chain factories for HP. 

The Cleveland Indians 

Students met with major league pitchers, scouts, 

agents, and baseball management to design a new  

negotiation strategy for signing ballplayers that has 

vastly improved the process, according to the Indians.

I  n e v e r  w o u ld   h av e  imagined working in 

Australia or teaching at a law school at the age of 25, 

straight out of law school myself. I recently finished 

teaching an advanced negotiation and mediation 

course for LL.Ms at Monash Law School, and I’ve 

been coaching executives in negotiation. I woke 

up this morning to an e-mail asking if I wanted to 

lecture on conflict resolution at the University of 

Nanjing in China, and the firm here in Australia is 

asking if I’d be willing to stay longer. It’s only now 

that I can really appreciate the quality of experience I 

received through the Harvard Negotiation & Media-

tion Clinical Program (HNMCP). It is the definition 

of world-class education: I can hold my own with 

colleagues who have been in this field much longer 

than I have, with audiences far more experienced 

than I am. 

I joined Harvard Negotiators as a 1L, where I 

learned about the HNMCP. I then took the Negoti-

ation Workshop with Bob Bordone, and the course 

was life-changing. For the first time, I realized 

that there are ways of communicating that don’t 

have to result in things blowing up. I was selected 

as a teaching assistant at the Harvard Negotiation 

Institute, the summer executive education course 

that Bob runs, and two of the participants were 

Nantucket firemen. They asked us to come to the 

island to help improve relations between the fire-

fighters union and the town. I and another student 

designed and delivered a training to firefighters, 

policemen, union members, and the mayor.

In another project, I went to Poland to train 

instructors from the U.S. military academies in 

creating dialogue in post-genocide communities. 

I and another student also designed and delivered 

a curriculum on conflict resolution to youths who 

lost loved ones to acts of terrorism or other vio-

lence. When you’re in Belfast, facilitating a dialogue 

between a Palestinian who is sharing about how her 

father was among the U.S.’s top five most-wanted 

terrorists and a teen who lost her father in 9/11 

and an Israeli who lost his brother in the army, it’s 

humbling. How can we learn to better co-exist and 

work together? These are the skills of negotiation 

and dispute resolution that the Clinic focuses on. 

HNMCP is a place like no other, a relatively new 

clinic, constantly innovating and striving to be 

better. It’s where all the theory started, with Roger 

Fisher and progeny, and most of the leaders in the 

ADR field came out of HLS. Many are still intimately 

connected with the school. You can’t ask for a better 

network of mentors and teachers, and the caliber 

of projects is amazing. My classmates worked with 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Clinic, the National 

Institutes of Health, the Catholic Archdiocese of 

Newark. Bob and his team put so much thought 

and effort into selecting engaging projects that will 

provide great learning experiences for the students 

and valuable products for the clients. n

7
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“	Being a part of the Tenant Advocacy Project since fall of my 1L year was really formative for me in terms of figuring out what I want to do post-law 
school. It’s really motivated me to continue to serve low-income people for the rest of my career.”

	 —	Emily Werth ’11, who, as a 2011–2013 Skadden Fellow,  will do poverty and housing law with the Shriver Center on Poverty Law in Chicago

In the H a r va r d  M e d i at i o n  P r o g r a m , 

students get intensive training in mediation, then 

serve as mediators in landlord/tenant disputes, par-

ent-child conflicts, public housing matters, and other 

cases.

In the H L S  M i ss  i ss  i p p i  D e lta  P r o j e c t, 

students provide legal assistance and policy analy-

sis in the areas of public health, child advocacy, and 

economic development in one of the poorest parts 

of the U.S., and may travel to the Delta during winter 

term and spring break.

H a r va r d  N e g o t i at o r s  provides law stu-

dents with opportunities to become actively involved 

in the field of negotiation and dispute resolution 

while working with clients on actual cases, in close 

conjunction with the Harvard Negotiation and Me-

diation Clinic.

In the P r i s o n  L e g a l  Ass   i s ta n c e  P r o j -

e c t  ( P L AP  ) ,  students represent inmates in Mas-

sachusetts state prisons in disciplinary hearings, 

and argue before the state parole board on behalf of 

prisoners facing parole revocation or rescission and 

at second-degree life sentence hearings.

You can begin getting practical experience right away 

as a 1L through our Student Practice Organizations 

(clinical courses are for upperclassmen and LL.Ms 

only, due to Massachusetts court rules). SPOs are stu-

dent-run organizations where students enjoy superb 

supervision and training by staff attorneys and clinical 

faculty, and learn client interviewing, witness exami-

nation, oral argument, and other skills while serving 

people in need. Our SPOs, which include 2Ls and 3Ls, 

also provide wonderful student communities.

H L S  Ad  v o c at e s  f o r  H u m a n  R i g h t s , 

part of the law school’s renowned Human Rights 

Program, offers students unparalleled opportunities 

for international and domestic advocacy projects; 

recent examples include students conducting field 

research on-site in Bangladesh on the persecution of 

the Ahmadiyya minority.

H a r va r d  D e f e n d e r s ,  founded in 1949, is 

one of the largest and oldest SPOs at HLS. In crimi-

nal show-cause hearings, students represent low-

income clients being investigated for crimes such as 

assault and battery, larceny, and identity fraud. 

t h e  H a r va r d  Imm   i g r at i o n  P r o j e c t 

advocates for positive change in U.S. immigration 

law and offers opportunities for students to gain 

hands-on experience in immigration law. 

getting involved as  a  1l :  
our student pr actice  organizations (spo s)

8

P r o j e c t  N o  O n e  L e av e s ,  launched by HLS 

students several years ago, is part of the compre-

hensive anti-foreclosure work at HLS. Students go 

door-to-door in Boston neighborhoods advising ten-

ant and homeowners under foreclosure of their legal 

rights and offering legal and other resources. 

In the R e c o r d i n g  A r t i s t s  P r o j e c t 

( RAP   ) ,  students offer pro bono counsel to under-

served area musicians in such matters as copyright 

and trademark registration, and the negotiation of 

management and merchandising contracts.

The T e n a n t  Ad  v o c a c y  P r o j e c t  ( TAP  ) 

provides assistance to low- and moderate-income 

residents of publicly subsidized housing who are fac-

ing eviction or have been denied admission to public 

housing or a subsidy program. 
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The purpose of clinical legal education is to teach 

our students to be highly competent, ethical lawyers 

through exposure to real clients and real cases as 

they study related legal doctrine under the guidance 

of expert practitioners.

Our Clinical Program is made up of many models of 

classroom teaching, depending on the subject area 

and type of practice. Our goal is to balance the doc-

trinal classroom component with the practical clini-

cal component. We also have an attorney-librarian 

dedicated to clinical and pro bono work, who helps 

develop the course materials, readings, and news 

links for faculty and students.

Our in-house clinical courses are small, with the 

Clinical Professor or other clinician teaching about 

15 to 20 students. Through the classroom compo-

nent and by working on real cases selected for their 

educational value and importance in advancing the 

law, students learn both the doctrinal law and practi-

cal skills.

the academic progr am:  
doctr inal  law with real-world exper ience

9

Most of our externships are tied to courses that in-

clude both clinical and non-clinical students. Clinical 

students work off-site in various legal organizations 

and attend extra sessions with faculty and other 

clinical students where, in a case-rounds model, 

they discuss their cases, best practices in the field, 

and ethical dilemmas that may arise in their cases. 

For example, all students in the course “Consumer 

Finance” study the law associated with consumer fi-

nancial products and services, including credit cards 

and mortgages. But students who enroll in the ad-

ditional clinical component of the course do more, 

learning the real-world application of the law by rep-

resenting low-income clients in the Predatory Lend-

ing and Consumer Protection Clinic at HLS’s Wilm-

erHale Legal Services Center. 

The HLS Clinical Programs offer the broadest array 

of clinical courses in the country, from the basics of 

community lawyering and poverty law to specialized 

areas such as humanitarian protection in situations 

of armed conflict.

HLS o f f e r s  more  than 60  

c l in i ca l  cour se s  a  year,  w i th  the  

s tudy  o f  subs tant i ve  law t ight l y  in teg rated 

wi th  the  p rac t i ca l  component .

Robert C. Bordone
Clinical Professor of  
Law and Director,  
Harvard Negotiation &  
Mediation Clinical  
Program
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z e y n e p  s e n e r  ’ 1 1

“	Frankly, the reason I came to 

Harvard was the Berkman  

Center for Internet & Society. 

It’s a really dynamic, lively place 

where everyone is involved with 

some new, exciting initiative  

related to cyberlaw.”
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The Cyberlaw Clinic at the Berkman Center for In-

ternet & Society is like no other legal clinic in the 

country, offering cutting-edge projects related to a wide 

range of issues in the new field of cyberlaw. Among stu-

dent projects, the Clinic has:

•	worked with the U.S. Attorney’s Office and District 

Attorneys’ offices in Massachusetts, drafting 

pleadings, motions and briefs in child exploitation 

cases and providing legal guidance related to the 

investigation and prosecution of child exploitation and 

computer crimes. 

•	through the Citizen Media Law Project, provided legal 

training and resources for people and organizations 

involved in citizen media, including research and 

advocacy on free speech, newsgathering, and 

intellectual property, and submitted amicus briefs in 

precedent-setting cases in the Illinois Supreme Court, 

the New Hampshire Supreme Court, and the Second 

Circuit Court of Appeals.

•	represented Public Radio Exchange in negotiating 

and drafting a complex agreement with American 

Public Media and National Public Radio regarding the 

Public Radio Player, an iPhone application that offers 

streaming audio from public radio stations across the 

U.S. and is one of the top free apps on iTunes.

•	worked with attorneys at the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts’ Information Technology Division, 

which provides IT services and oversees IT policies, 

standards, and architecture statewide. Among 

other things, students have helped develop policies 

surrounding government use of social media. 

C y b e r l aw  i s  w h e r e  the most cutting-edge 

work is happening in legal education, connecting 

the Internet to free speech, human rights, privacy, 

copyright, and other issues. I wanted to be part of 

that. There were 15 students in the Cyberlaw Clinic 

with me, and we took different classroom courses 

connected to the Clinic, depending on our areas of 

interest. Every Wednesday, we met for lunch and 

case rounds, where we presented on our different 

projects. Some students were in a course called 

“Child Exploitation, Pornography and the Inter-

net,” exploring legal issues around getting courts 

to compel people to give up their encryption keys 

and passwords to laptops that might contain child 

pornography. Another group worked on a project 

related to open radio and online radio stations. We 

all weighed in, worked together. It was a great way 

to learn a wide range of cyberlaw issues.

I worked on a really exciting project to help low-

income people and others use the Internet to get 

better access to the court system. It was connected 

to the course I took, “Practical Lawyering in Cyber-

space.” Especially in tough economic times, many 

people can’t afford lawyers, and the Massachusetts 

Trial Courts had launched an Access to Justice Ini-

tiative to help them. The Courts reached out to the 

Berkman Center for our help on using the Internet 

and technology to assist low-income litigants, 

people with disabilities, pro se litigants and others 

to use the courts more effectively. 

One student examined how courts around the 

country leveraged technology, looking at things 

like software to help people fill out forms, digital 

signing technology, and how to create accessible 

websites to give people information they need. Oth-

er students interviewed court personnel around the 

country and technology specialists to develop “best 

practice” standards and prepared a preliminary 

report. I, along with another student, presented the 

report to our client, the Massachusetts Trial Courts, 

and other stakeholders.

It was very, very exciting. We devised the workshop 

from zero, and put the entire presentation together, 

with the help of Clinical Professor of Law Phil 

Malone, who is director of the Cyberlaw Clinic. We 

presented to about 25 people including judges, state 

law librarians, legal services lawyers, and clerks from 

the family and probate courts, where there are many 

pro se litigants. We weren’t there to dictate a par-

ticular vision but to get these stakeholders talking in 

a productive way in order to create better systems to 

help people use the courts. I’d taken the Negotiation 

Workshop at HLS, so I was able to use those skills 

in facilitating the conversation. We got really great 

feedback. The hope now is to take this model and 

offer it to other courts around the country. n

11

berkman center for internet & society  cyberlaw clinic
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“	Two weeks after getting into the 

Clinic, I was on a plane to Santi-

ago, working on a project related 

to indigenous rights, visiting in-

digenous communities and de-

veloping relationships with local 

community leaders.”

d a n i e l  s a v e r  ’ 1 2
1212
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harvard international human r ights clinic

The Harvard International Human Rights Clinic is 

world-renowned for its leadership in promoting hu-

man rights and the rule of law, and for the exceptional 

educational opportunities it offers students. Led by Clin-

ical Professor of Law Tyler Giannini, the faculty and staff 

are passionate advocates of human rights with deep 

expertise in the area, remarkable in their dedication to 

mentoring the next generation of human rights lawyers. 

Students learn the full range of human rights advocacy 

skills including investigation, litigation, and, through a 

highly developed media role-play training, how to pro-

mote their position to the media.

Each year, students work on projects throughout the 

world while taking human rights courses, and 1Ls partici-

pate on projects through Advocates for Human Rights. 

Clinic specialties include: 

•	Criminal justice in Latin America

•	Cluster munitions and incendiary weapons

•	Alien Tort Statute litigation

•	Supranational human rights litigation

•	Human rights and the environment

•	Sexual and reproductive health and rights

•	Accountability for health professionals involved  

in torture

•	Human rights and business

•	Rights of indigenous peoples

Through the Clinic, students have traveled with their 

professors on fact-finding and advocacy missions in 

Brazil, Thailand, South Africa, Bolivia, Panama, El Sal-

vador, Sierra Leone, Georgia, Colombia, Namibia, Swit-

zerland, Laos, Canada, Chile, Paraguay, Haiti, Viet Nam, 

Cambodia, India, Bangladesh, and the U.S.

I  a p p l i e d  t o  l aw  sch   o o l  while living in 

a community center in the inner city in San-

tiago, Chile, working with kids in an after-school 

program. I was strictly interested in doing interna-

tional human rights work and had heard about the 

great program at Harvard. I was taken by the idea 

that if you worked really hard here, you could shape 

your own project, and the International Human 

Rights Clinic was willing to supervise and facili-

tate that. It convinced me that this was the place, 

that there were enough resources and institutional 

support that you could do something with impact, 

something really powerful. 

As soon as you get to Harvard as a 1L, you can be 

staffed on clinical projects through Advocates for 

Human Rights, a Student Practice Organization 

connected to the Clinic. Advocates gave me the 

opportunity to work on a project in which I was 

paired with a very prominent human rights advo-

cate, a former U.N. Special Rapporteur on Human 

Rights. I can’t think of another place where you 

could work at that level as a 1L and continue the 

work in subsequent years. I was fortunate to receive 

a Chayes Fellowship to work for the Khmer Rouge 

tribunal in Cambodia after my 1L year. When I 

came back as a 2L, I started clinical work. It was 

really crazy because when we had our first clinical 

meeting, I said I wanted to be on the Chile project, 

working on indigenous rights. Two weeks later, I 

was in Santiago. I also traveled to Panama that fall 

to document conditions in prisons in Panama.

I went back to Chile during Winter Term, doing 

investigations related to whether Chile is comply-

ing with treaty obligations to consult indigenous 

peoples prior to approving development projects 

that can affect them. I met with local leaders in their 

communities. I’ll continue these projects this spring, 

including contributing to a report we hope to pres-

ent to the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights. This is just a phenomenal experience on so 

many levels, including that you get to see a project 

from the beginning to the end.

There are just more projects at our Human Rights 

Clinic than anywhere else. If you are interested in 

documentation work in Latin America or in litigat-

ing in U.S. courts to promote human rights abroad, 

we do that. If you are interested in Southeast Asia 

or women’s rights in Africa, we have projects. Our 

Clinic is one of the leading groups working on 

Alien Tort Statute litigation. I have friends doing 

everything from preparing complaints to writing 

appellate briefs, and several took trips abroad to 

sign up plaintiffs in litigation. The Harvard Human 

Rights Program and the Clinic is head and shoul-

ders above everywhere else. It has so many more 

resources, so many more projects and opportuni-

ties, it was impossible to say no. n

13
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Students interested in a field of law not already covered by our extensive clinical program may develop their own independent clinical projects at legal organizations around the U.S. and the 

world. Students may do independent projects locally during spring or fall semesters. Each Winter Term, about 80 students travel the globe to work at nonprofits, government agencies, and 

NGOs. Funding is provided by HLS to subsidize costs of travel and housing. 

the independent clinical  progr am 
at  harvard law school

14

“	At the Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Office 

at Hanscom Air Force Base, I was immersed in the 

unique Military Justice system of law. I helped pros-

ecute crimes ranging from grand larceny to date rape, 

and aided service members with civil matters includ-

ing residential leases and divorce law. Working at JAG 

was a distinct experience that only the independent 

clinic program could have afforded me.”

		  — Vanessa Strobbe ’12 

“	In Phnom Penh at the Documentation Center of Cam-

bodia, I worked on a report comparing victims’ par-

ticipation rights before the International Criminal 

Court and the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 

Cambodia. The experience was incredibly rewarding. 

I feel lucky to have had the opportunity to work with 

the amazing individuals at DC-Cam and to assist the 

organization with its invaluable work.”

		  — Charline Yim ’11

“	Working with South African National Prosecutors to 

take the profit out of crime using asset forfeiture was 

one of the most valuable experiences I have had in law 

school. We helped shape arguments for cases that may 

impact the course of South African asset forfeiture 

law, an experience we couldn’t have gotten in the U.S., 

where the law is largely established. It was rewarding 

to support the justice system in a country where crime 

is one of the government’s main challenges.”

		  — Grey Fisher ’12
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voicing the clinical  exper ience:
what students have to say

15

S t e p h e n  C h a - K i m  ’ 1 1 ,  who, as a 2011–2013 

Skadden Fellow, will be working at Make the Road in 

New York City:

“	At the Tenant Advocacy Project, I helped a low-income 

immigrant family successfully fight for thousands of 

dollars in back rent that had been illegally overcharged. 

Knowing that I played a part in allowing my clients to 

enjoy some measure of financial security in these tough 

times crystallized for me why I came to law school. I 

also worked in the International Human Rights Clinic, 

where I had the extraordinary opportunity to travel to 

South Africa twice to help advance groundbreaking liti-

gation. In one case I was part of a team gathering af-

fidavits for a lawsuit under South Africa’s unique con-

stitutional right to housing; in the other, I interviewed 

rural communities suing large multinational corpora-

tions in the U.S. for their complicity in apartheid. There 

are only a few select attorneys out there doing this kind 

of work; not bad for a law student!”

D u s t i n  S a ld  a r r i a g a  ’ 1 1 ,  recipient of a 

2011–2013 Skadden Fellowship, who will work with a 

Boston-area organization representing LGBT immigrant 

youth suffering from domestic violence:

“	In the Immigration and Refugee Clinic, I had a client 

from the Middle East seeking asylum on the grounds of 

religious persecution. I worked for months on his case, 

meeting with him weekly. I got practical skills in legal 

research and in affidavit writing that I couldn’t get in 

a classroom. When he got asylum, though he doesn’t 

speak much English, he was able to say ‘thank you’ re-

peatedly. It was a great day.” 

L i b b y  B e n t o n  ’ 1 1 ,  who will continue her hous-

ing law work at Harvard’s WilmerHale Legal Services 

Center as a 2011-2013 Skadden Fellow:

“	The Legal Aid Bureau has been invaluable in introduc-

ing me to legal services as a career, then allowing me 

to develop my skills as an attorney and especially as a 

legal services attorney. The Bureau is also a great home 

base here at the law school.”

M i k e  Z a b e l i n  ’ 1 0 ,  currently clerking for the 

Rhode Island Trial Court, who will work with Rhode Is-

land Legal Services doing anti-foreclosure work on a 

2011-2013 Skadden Fellowship:

“	In my two years in the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, we 

did a lot of motions practice and negotiation, the nitty 

gritty of law that makes a real difference for a client. I 

enjoyed it, and that’s why I want to do legal aid.”

El  i z a  G o ld  e n  ’ 1 1 ,  who will be working in the 

public sector:

“	In the Transactional Law Clinic, I helped a pastor com-

plete the cumbersome process of federal 501(c)(3) filing 

to create an after-school program for urban youth, and 

assisted an aspiring entrepreneur to create an LLC and 

to create, market, protect and sell her product. I learned 

a tremendous amount about transactional lawyering, 

and felt I made a real impact in the lives of my clients.”

J o e l  F l e m i n g  ’ 1 1 ,  who will be joining a law firm:

“	At the Middlesex District Attorney’s office in Malden, I 

had my own case load and I briefed and argued more 

than a dozen motions. These included motions to sup-

press, motions to dismiss, and motions for new trials. 

I now have the kind of in-court, on-my-feet experi-

ence that would have taken me years to accumulate at 

the large firm where I will soon start as a junior litiga-

tion associate.”

Al  o n z o  Em  e r y  ’ 1 0 ,  Assistant Professor of Law 

at Remnin University in Beijing, who is launching Ren-

min’s Disability Law Clinic, the first clinic of its kind in 

the People’s Republic of China:

“	The conflict resolution and project management skills 

gleaned during my affiliation with the Harvard Nego-

tiation & Mediation Clinical Program not only inform 

my teaching but also define how I negotiate the un-

charted waters of an emerging field in Chinese law.”

B r e t t  M u r p h y  ’ 1 1 , who plans to study for his 

Ph.D. in psychology:

“	In addition to giving law students an excellent op-

portunity to practice skills like cross-examination, the 

Harvard Prison Legal Assistance Project sends students 

into the bowels of prisons, where, if they have their eyes 

open, they will learn more about the nature of the law 

than is possible in any classroom.”
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l e a h  c o h e n  ’ 1 0
Sumner Redstone Fellow

“	The projects I did as a student 

were very exciting. Our work di-

rectly influenced a report by the 

President’s Task Force on federal 

efforts to support carbon capture 

and sequestration.”

1616
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emmett  environmental  law & policy  clinic

“	The HLS Environmental Clinic is simply the best and 

most ambitious in the country, offering students a 

chance to work on some of the most interesting proj-

ects in energy and climate law. Our goal is to train stu-

dents to solve problems and design systems, in addi-

tion to training them to litigate.”

	 —	Jody Freeman, Archibald Cox Professor of Law and
		 founding director of the HLS Environmental Law
		 and Policy Program

“	The Clinic provided extraordinary service to the state 

of Kansas. The students did very substantive work at a 

very high level.”

	 —	Yvonne Anderson, General Counsel for the 
		 Kansas Department of Health and Environment

T he Emmett Environmental Law & Policy Clinic is 

unique in the depth and breadth of its clinical expe-

riences for students. Under the direction of Clinical Pro-

fessor of Law Wendy B. Jacobs ’81 and in conjunction 

with HLS Professor Jody Freeman LLM ’91, SJD ’95, its 

projects are unusually high-level, exposing students to a 

variety of legal issue and attorney roles as they advance 

the law. Even students who don’t plan a career in envi-

ronmental law find the training invaluable, with real-life 

experience in administrative hearings, drafting regu-

lations and preparing comments to federal agencies, 

drafting statutes, and advising NGOs and others. 

The clinic’s clients include the State of Kansas in the 

Sunflower case, a precedent-setting case involving glob-

al climate change, where they participated in every as-

pect of litigation including filing briefs in the Kansas Su-

preme Court. Among other project partners and clients 

are the federal EPA, the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection, the California Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office, and Earthjustice.

As   a  j o i n t  d e g r e e  s t u d e n t  at HLS and 

the Kennedy School, the Emmett Environmental 

Law & Policy Clinic gave me the opportunity to 

do legislative policy work at a very high level of 

sophistication. I’m now a Sumner Redstone Fellow 

at the Clinic and also working, through the fellow-

ship, at the EPA in Washington, D.C. Wendy [Jacobs 

’81, Clinical Professor of Law and director of the 

Clinic] invests a lot in her students. If you are pas-

sionate about something, she’ll support you, and 

her expertise and connections are invaluable. There 

are a lot of people doing interesting environmental 

work, but Wendy can get our work to key decision 

makers. That’s been a highlight of my experience.

The Harvard University Center for Environment 

and the Belfer Center at the Kennedy School asked 

Wendy to develop model legislation and a road 

map for regulating carbon capture and sequestra-

tion (CCS), a technology for mitigating climate 

change. With Wendy, we students worked on the 

potential liability of capturing and storing carbon 

on land. We did a comprehensive review and 

developed a white paper that we presented at a 

workshop of high-level experts and policymakers. 

We also wrote comments on a proposed EPA rule. 

The Clinic put out two additional white papers, one 

of which Wendy presented to a task force on CCS 

convened by President Obama that included mem-

bers of the President’s Council on Environmental 

Quality, key industry people, relevant people from 

the EPA, and U.S. Senate staffers. 

I also worked for the Metropolitan Area Planning 

Council for the Boston area, drafting legislation 

proposing property-assessed clean energy financ-

ing, a policy supported by Vice President Biden’s 

commission on Recovery Through Retrofit. It was 

an amazing experience, even though the legisla-

tion didn’t pass. I also began work on the authority 

cities have to adapt to climate change. I’ve been 

supervising Wendy’s students this year in a project 

for the City of Boston, looking at sea-level rise and 

the impact of coastal flooding on South Boston. 

It was exciting when our students presented their 

work to the Chief of Environmental and Energy 

Services for the City. 

Students have defended the Kansas decision to deny 

a permit to expand a coal-fired power plant due to 

its contributions to global warming, and defended 

small renewable energy companies in Massachusetts 

from efforts by electricians to take over this busi-

ness. Others worked with the Silent Spring Institute 

on disclosure issues around toxins in people’s 

homes, and together with Wendy and Shaun [Goho, 

Clinic attorney] wrote an amicus brief submitted 

to the U.S. Supreme Court opposing mountain top 

removal mining. There are very few other clinics 

doing this breadth of work. If they are, they aren’t 

letting many of their students do it. n
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a s h w i n  k r i s h n a n  ’ 1 0
Associate Counsel with the Florida Marlins

“	I consider myself very fortunate to have a job like this straight 

out of law school. I absolutely would not have had this oppor-

tunity without the Sports Law Clinic at Harvard Law School.”

1818
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sports  law clinic

Representing professional athletes and sports or-

ganizations has become a highly specialized area 

of law practice, and the Sports Law Clinic at Harvard 

Law School is the emerging leader in this exciting field. 

Under the direction of Peter Carfagna ’79, a practicing 

sports law attorney for 30 years, the program has had 

robust growth since it began in 2007, with a number 

of classroom courses, symposia, and a related student 

journal and student organization. Students learn corpo-

rate and labor law, work on eligibility and compliance 

issues, learn to draft contracts and handle salary and 

other negotiations, and hone litigation skills including 

writing briefs and pleadings. 

The program offers numerous clinical externships with 

major league sports teams, non-profit organizations, 

law firms with sports law departments, and others. 

This year, the Clinic added externships at the NBA Play-

ers Association, Reebok, the LPGA, the Atlanta Hawks, 

the Washington Nationals, and Orpheus Sports Man-

agement, a Boston-based agency that represents MLB 

players. 

Heightening the practical component, Carfagna regu-

larly invites professional athletes, agents, and others 

to speak to classes, including Shaquille O’Neal of the 

Boston Celtics. O’Neal and Perry Rogers, his agent and 

president of Venture Management, recently spoke to 

students in the course, “Representing the Professional 

Athlete.”

I  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  the Sports Law Clinic in the 

fall of my 2L year, and Peter Carfagna ’79, who di-

rects the Clinic, said there was a placement with the 

Boston Celtics, where Mike Zarren ’04 was assistant 

general manager and associate team counsel. I was 

fortunate to get that internship and spent my 2L 

year working in the Celtics’ legal department. It was 

a fantastic opportunity to apply what I was learning 

in class to an actual job and see how the industry 

works. It really got me excited about the potential 

of having a career as a sports lawyer. 

In the Clinic, you learn the full range of skills 

needed by a sports attorney while working at some 

pretty amazing places. My classmates worked with 

the Red Sox, Toronto Maple Leafs, Milwaukee 

Brewers, Oakland Raiders, and with MLB and 

the NFL. Professor Carfagna is always looking to 

grow that list through contacting our alumni or 

people he knows in the industry. He focuses not 

just on teaching the material but also the practical 

application of all this information, and he brings 

in athletes, agents, and league officials to give us a 

sense of how things work in practice.

That spring, I took more sports law courses and 

helped organize the first annual Sports Law Sym-

posium, where I met Derek Jackson ’99, general 

counsel for the Florida Marlins. As a result, for my 

3L year, I found myself in a clinical internship with 

the Marlins. I worked remotely from Cambridge, 

reviewing contracts and doing legal research. Then, 

during Winter Term, I went to Miami to work at 

the Marlins offices, through the HLS Independent 

Clinical Program, which sends students to do 

legal work at organizations throughout the world. 

HLS subsidizes many Winter Term projects, and I 

was grateful to receive funding to work in Miami. 

It was a great opportunity to be here in January, 

when salary arbitration takes place. I compiled stats 

comparing players and salaries, prepared briefs, 

and made arguments on why our players deserved 

the salaries we submitted instead of the ones they 

requested. It was a great combination of my legal 

skills with my passion for sports.

I continued working for the Marlins during spring 

semester, from Cambridge, reviewing contracts 

and doing other legal work. In mid-May, when 

the Marlins offered me a job, it didn’t take me 

long to decide. This was a dream job for me, and 

still is. Sports law is a tough field to get into and 

an unconventional field for people in law, so it’s 

critical to have the kind of support we got at HLS 

to build a program. Harvard has become a leader in 

this area, with a number of sports law courses and 

clinical placements, the new Journal on Sports and 

Entertainment Law, which I helped launch, and a 

growing number of alumni. It’s exciting to see Har-

vard take such a prominent place in this field. n
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harvard immigr ation and 
refugee clinic

20

F o r  t h e  p a s t  2 8  y e a r s ,  the Harvard Im-

migration and Refugee Clinical Program (HIRC) 

has been influential in developing the body of U.S. 

refugee law and assisting people from around the 

world fleeing the most serious human rights abus-

es. Founded in 1984 by Clinical Professor of Law 

Deborah Anker LL.M ’84, one of the nation’s lead-

ing writers and practitioners in this field, HIRC is 

one of the oldest clinics at HLS. Students enroll in 

a seminar on Immigration and Refugee Advocacy 

that combines theory, doctrine, and practice, and 

they represent survivors of human rights violations 

from all over the world applying for U.S. refugee 

protection and other legal and humanitarian relief. 

HIRC has done ground-breaking work on behalf 

of women refugees, having worked with the U.S. 

government on the issuance of historic gender 

asylum guidelines in 1995, which set the stage for 

similar measures internationally. HIRC also estab-

lished international precedent that rape constitutes 

torture before the Inter-American Commission 

on Human Rights. Clinic supervisors have trained 

U.S. Department of Justice immigration judges 

and Department of Homeland Security asylum 

officer supervisory staff, and have collaborated on 

policy initiatives with DOJ, DHS, and Congress. 

In partnership with Greater Boston Legal Services, 

HIRC has engaged in appellate advocacy before the 

U.S. Supreme Court, advocacy before international 

tribunals, and major law reform efforts.

But the heart of HIRC’s efforts work is helping 

individuals in serious need: about 80 percent of 

student work involves direct client representation. 

The Clinic represents persons seeking asylum, 

family reunification, visas based on cooperation 

with U.S. law enforcement, and special immigrant 

juvenile status. Students prepare client affidavits, 

work with foreign law and medical experts, and 

advocate before federal hearings officers and the 

federal judiciary.

Recent clients include a leading opposition jour-

nalist from Uganda, a young gay man from the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, a woman fleeing 

domestic violence in Kenya, and members of a 

Salvadoran family who took a courageous stand 

against gang violence and for the rule of law in 

their country. n

“Our students have played a major role in shaping U.S. refugee 

law and changing government policies. They have the oppor-

tunity to work for domestic and international organizations, 

including the U.N., all over the globe. We are proud that as 

beginning lawyers, our graduates can think critically and advo-

cate persistently and effectively. They graduate with tangible 

skills, learning to parse statutes and regulations, apply legal 

doctrine to facts, work with interpreters, and negotiate com-

plex cross-cultural relationships.”

	 —	Deborah Anker LL.M ’84, Clinical Professor of Law and 
		 Director, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic

20

Clinic Director Deborah Anker LL.M ’84, Gianna Borroto ’11, Defne Ozgediz ’11, and Clinical Instructor Sabrineh Ardalan ’02.
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F o r  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  in master-

ing transactional law, the Transactional Law Clinics 

(TLC) at HLS offer exciting opportunities to assist 

small businesses, entrepreneurs, artists, and musi-

cians bring their dreams to fruition. Under the direc-

tion of Clinical Professor Brian Price, students study 

substantive transactional law, learn to understand 

and structure transactions, and develop the mindset 

of a deal lawyer while working on matters related to 

business formation, contract review and negotiation, 

commercial financing, nonprofit formation, copy-

right and intellectual property, and more. When they 

graduate, they are well-placed to handle a full range 

of business and transactional legal matters.

Among recent projects, students have:

	Assisted with the formation of a Massachusetts 

limited liability company that engages in urban-

based farming, focused on re-tooling vacant land 

and providing fresh food supplies to city school 

children. Students prepared the operating agree-

ment, certificate of organization, and researched 

and analyzed local zoning law and the permit-

ting process.

	Assisted a medical translation training company 

with evaluation of its trademark rights, prepa-

ration of confidentiality agreements, trainer 

agreements, licensing agreements, consulting 

agreements, and annual corporate compliance 

and governance issues. 

the tr ansactional  
law clinics

21

	Assisted with the formation of a limited liability 

company for the Boston-based owners of a 

hip-hop record label and production company. 

Students prepared the operating agreement and 

certificate of organization, and assisted the com-

pany with the trademark registration process.

	Assisted a non-profit organization that focuses 

on economic development in Africa with incor-

poration, obtaining federal and state tax-exempt 

status, and advice on corporate governance 

issues. n

“	Our aim is that students see themselves as 

transactional attorneys for the semester, not 

merely their supervisor’s assistant. We encour-

age them, from the beginning, to take owner-

ship of their cases and develop the mindset 

that they are responsible to their clients. This 

means they take the lead in doing all the nec-

essary drafting, and legal and factual analysis, 

to make suggestions to their supervisor about 

strategy and planning, and that they learn to 

anticipate possible future outcomes. ”

	 —	Brian Price, Clinical Professor of Law and 
		 Director, Transactional Law Clinics
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H a r va r d  L aw  S ch  o o l  o ff  e r s  an un-

usually broad array of courses and opportunities 

designed for students interested in working as a 

lawyer for the federal, state, or local governments. 

This series of courses focuses on the unique ethical 

responsibilities of a government lawyer.

local  cr iminal prosecution
Students enroll in “Introduction to Trial Advocacy: 

Criminal Prosecution Perspectives,” and work in 

local district attorneys’ offices prosecuting non-jury 

criminal cases in district (misdemeanor) court. Stu-

dents are directly responsible for prosecuting a dock-

et of cases. They handle arraignments, bail hearings, 

the government
lawyer

pre-trial conferences, motion hearings, and trials. 

Some students may have the opportunity to assist on 

pretrial preparation of superior court (felony) cases 

or to handle a jury trial in district court. 

feder al  prosecution
Students take “Government Lawyer: The Prosecu-

tor,” a course focusing on federal prosecution, and 

are placed at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Boston. 

Work may include research, writing, witness 

preparation, working with evidence, and attending 

hearings. The units in which they may work include 

the anti-terrorism and national security unit, the 

computer crimes unit, the major crimes unit, the 

organized crime strike force, and the public corrup-

tion and special prosecution unit. All students must 

complete a lengthy security clearance process by the 

Department of Justice.

state  attorney gener al
State Attorneys General have an increasingly im-

portant role in law enforcement and national policy 

issues. Students enroll in a course, “Role of the State 

Attorney General,” and are placed in the Office of 

the Attorney General of Massachusetts in a variety 

of units such as the cybercrime division, environ-

mental crimes task force, civil rights division, con-

sumer protection, major crimes, and others. Some 

students work directly on matters of national policy 

with James Tierney, former AG of Maine.

semester in d.c .
Students spend their Spring semester in Wash-

ington, D.C. working fulltime as legal interns in 

federal offices while taking an evening course on 

government lawyering taught by the clinic director, 

Jonathan Wroblewski. Placements are principally 

in policy-oriented federal government offices.  

Students may choose to start the clinic early by 

spending the Winter Term in Washington, D.C. 

working fulltime at their placement offices. Students 

have worked for the House and Senate Judiciary 

Committees, the Departments of Justice and State, 

the White House Counsel’s Office, the Central Intel-

ligence Agency, and the Federal Communications 

Commission. n
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Th  e  M i ss  i ss  i p p i  D e lta  P r o j e c t  is a new, 

interdisciplinary project in the HLS Clinical and 

Pro Bono Programs. The Mississippi Delta area is 

one of the poorest and most underserved regions 

in the U.S., with serious problems related to public 

health, education, and the economy. The Mississippi 

Delta Project, which began in 2008, is a network of 

students, faculty, and organizations seeking to cre-

ate transformational change in the Delta region by 

improving public health and promoting economic 

development. It works with many partners both in 

Mississippi and Cambridge, including Mississippi 

State University, Delta State University, the Harvard 

School of Public Health, the Kennedy School, and 

an organization of Harvard and MIT graduate stu-

dents called the Community Development Project. 

In just over two years, more than 100 HLS stu-

dents have worked in the Delta on a wide range of 

efforts related to food policy, financial services for 

low-income households, education, neighborhood 

revitalization, and more. For example, in an effort 

to improve residents’ health and the local economy, 

students have been providing business and legal 

advice to farmers’ markets and worked to amend 

state laws to promote these markets. Through these 

efforts, students helped to enact a sales tax exemp-

tion for farmers’ markets last year.

A number of HLS Clinics and Student Practice 

Organizations have worked with the Mississippi 

the mississippi  
delta  project
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Delta Project, including the Health Law and Policy 

Clinic, the Transactional Law Clinics, the Harvard 

Negotiation & Mediation Clinical Program, the 

Child Advocacy Program, and Harvard Negotiators. 

Students may do transactional work, policy work, 

and legal research and writing. They work remotely 

from Cambridge, then may travel to the Delta 

during Winter Term or spring break on a project 

sponsored by the Office of Clinical and Pro Bono 

Programs. HLS students work under the guidance 

of Emily Broad ’08, Senior Delta Clinical Fellow in 

the Health Law and Policy Clinic, and current Delta 

Fellow Alexis Chernak ’10. 

The Mississippi Delta Project is funded in large part 

through the generosity of Pug and Dee Winokur 

and the Winokur Family Trust. Through the dedi-

cation of HLS students and others, the Mississippi 

Delta Project has had significant success in its short 

existence and has ambitious plans for the future. n
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The Center for Health Law and Policy In-

novation (formerly the Health Law and Policy 

Clinic) at HLS is a national leader in efforts to 

improve healthcare access and health outcomes for 

low-income people, particularly those living with 

a chronic illness. Under the leadership of founding 

director Robert Greenwald, Clinical Instructor and 

Lecturer on Law, it started in 1987 as the nation’s 

the center for health law and
policy  innovation

first law school-based AIDS Law Clinic; its core 

premise is that health care is a human right. 

Over the past two decades, hundreds of HLS students 

have provided direct legal services to thousands of 

individuals living with chronic and terminal medical 

conditions, helping them obtain public and private 

health insurance and disability benefits, fight discrim-

ination, and maximize control over decisions affect-

ing their medical care and finances.  The Clinic se-

cured the country’s first active HIV Medicaid waiver, 

in Massachusetts, allowing low-income, HIV-positive 

individuals to obtain health care immediately rather 

than waiting until they become disabled by AIDS, 

and it helped pass drug insurance coverage legislation 

so individuals with cancer could not be denied access 

to life-saving treatments. Nationally, the Clinic helped 

design and pass 2010 federal health reform legislation 

that expands Medicaid coverage to more than 15 mil-

lion low-income, uninsured Americans. 

Students are integrally involved in all Clinic initia-

tives, including preparing and presenting trainings 

and briefings on law and policy development for 

state legislatures and Congress; analyzing legisla-

tion; drafting comments on proposed regulations; 

organizing and facilitating community meetings; 

and interviewing and working with state and 

federal policymakers on law and policy initiatives. 

Current projects include:

	National health care reform implementation 

and defense—The Clinic works with national, 

state, and local partners to ensure that federal 

health care reform legislation is implemented in 

ways that meet the care and treatment needs of 

low-income people living with chronic illnesses. 

The Clinic is also focusing on defending against 

repeal of key health reform provisions. 

	Promoting access to healthy food—The Clinic 

works on innovative law and policy reform to 

increase access to healthy food for low-income 

people; reduce socioeconomic-based food dispari-

ties; and encourage local food production, distri-

bution, and consumption. Projects focus on areas 

of extreme need, including the Mississippi Delta.

	State-based health care access advocacy—In col-

laboration with state-based community partners, 

primarily in the South, the Clinic works to identify 

challenges and opportunities to improve access to 

care for people living with HIV/AIDS, including 

helping state advocates secure millions of dollars 

in state funds for HIV medication assistance. 

	Protecting Medicaid—Given states’ proposals 

across the country to cut Medicaid in the current 

economic downturn, Clinic staff and students 

produced an action-based toolkit to help advo-

cates preserve access to health coverage for the 

most vulnerable individuals and families. n
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“	One of the best aspects of Harvard Law School is working with the remarkable energy, creativity, and dynamism of our 

students. They come to HLS with a wide range of backgrounds and a wealth of experiences from which our Clinics and our 

clients benefit and grow. Our Clinical Program is never static—we are constantly reinventing ourselves in response to cli-

ent needs, student interests, and national and international issues. We are fortunate to have so many resources—at the 

law school and the university—from which to draw upon and to share. As we advise and mentor individual students on 

their paths to becoming ethical lawyers, the students, in turn, teach us to look at legal problems with a fresh set of eyes 

each and every day. This constant sense of wonder permeates our Clinical Programs and invigorates the learning process.”

	 —	Lisa Dealy
		 Assistant Dean for Clinical and Pro Bono Programs



Learning the law, serving the world

Capital Punishment Clinic

Child Advocacy Program

Criminal Justice Institute

Cyberlaw and Intellectual Property

Education Law: Trauma and Learning Policy Initiative

Employment Civil Rights

Emmett Environmental Law and Policy Clinic

Estate Planning/Disability Clinic

Family and LGBT Law

Federal Debt Collection

Gender Violence and Title IX

Ghana Project

Government Lawyer: Federal Prosecution

Government Lawyer: Criminal Prosecution (State)

Government Lawyer: Semester in DC

Government Lawyer: The Role of the State AG

Government Lawyer: NYC Law Department (“Green Cities”)

Government Lawyer: Judicial Process in Community Courts

Harvard Legal Aid Bureau

Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic

Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation

International Human Rights Clinic

Negotiation and Mediation Clinic

Post-Foreclosure Eviction Housing Clinic

Predatory Lending/Consumer Protection

Shareholder’s Rights

Sports Law

Supreme Court and Appellate Litigation

Supreme Court (in DC)

Transactional Law


