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SEPARATE STATEMENT BY:

Elizabeth Bartholet, Morris Wasserstein Public Interest
Professor of Law, Harvard University

Dana E. Johnson, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Pediatrics,
University of Minnesota

Tendal Masiriri, International Services Manager for Africa
Programs, Bethany Christian Services International, Inc.

Elizabeth Styffe, RN MN, Director HIV/AIDS & Orphan Care
Initiatives, Saddleback Church N R
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We believe that the situation of Unparented children in the world

today is one of such desperate need that it calls for action on a

grand scale to do whatever can be done to provide the

-. We also believe that such permanence is in the -

Accordingly:
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1. We should recognize that, §ave for being raised by parents of origin

capable of providing loving, nurturing and stable parental care,

2. We should recognize that Shildren need nurfuring care from sarly infancy

3. This means that unparented children who cannot be reuntfied in a timely
-wi’rh parents of origin capable of parenting _

4. It means that _ available for adopftion _
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as many of those children as possible

6. Paid foster care and guardianship arrangements have their place. Sometimes
a child’s relatfives will be genuinely interested in parenting, and will not be
interested in adopting for reasons consistent with the child's best interests, and
in these cases foster or guardianship arangements may be more appropriate
from the child's perspective than adoption. Often children will need to be
housed somewhere while placement options are assessed and parental right's
terminations pursued. Appropriate foster care will generally serve children’s
inferests far better than institutional care.
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