The Germanic invasions.
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The map shows the routes of various invaders, mostly Germanic, from 150 to 1066.

The Position of the Germanic tribes (kingdoms) in roughly 600.
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The map above shows Europe and the East Roman Empire from 533 to roughly 600.

The Germanic Kingdoms in 486
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The map above shows the Germanic kingdoms as they were laid out in roughly 486.
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Designed to inspire awe, this bronze helmet unearthed at Viksoe in Denmark boasts curved horns and two staring eyes [the Vikings of history did not wear horned helmets]. The four-inch-high kneeling figure in Danish costume (right) wears a similar helmet, suggesting that such a headpiece was an important adjunct to the allure of a Bronze age warrior. [Neither has been dated precisely, but both may come from the period before our era.]  [National Museum, Copenhagen]. Thomas Froncek,  The Northmen, The Emergence of Man (New York: Time-Life Books, 1974) 111 (Brookline Library 930 F92n)
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Belt buckle from a ship burial at Sutton Hoo, Suffolk. Seventh century. British Museum, London. Magnus Backes & Regine Dölling,  Art of the Dark Ages, Francisca Garvie trans. (New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1969c) 45 (Brookline Library 709.4 B12a). Although the matter is not free from doubt, the burial may be that of Rædwald, king of the East Anglians, roughly contemporary with Æthelbert. He is supposed to have become a Christian, but Bede was not impressed with the thoroughness of the conversion.
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Two views of the only standing Roman arch in the UK. Lincoln, Lincs. near the cathedral on a hill.
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The Emperor Justinian and his Empress Theodora and their retinues. Before 547. Mosaic in the Choir, San Vitale, Ravenna. André Grabar.  Byzantine Painting (Geneva: Skira; New York; Rizzoli, 1953c, 1979c) 62–3.
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[Armed and mounted horseman; note the serpent decoration at the bottom.] Funerary stele of horseman. Seventh century. Sandstone, height 30 3/4”. From Hornhausen (west of Magdeburg, probably Saxon at this time or Thuringian). Landesmuseum für Vorgeschichte. Halle. Backes, p. 34 (suggests Roman influence).
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Helmut Plaque and detail of the same of Agilulf, King of the Lombards (591–616), gilt copper, late 6th c. Museo Nazionale del Bargello, Florence. [Agilulf is shown holding court in this hammered relief of gilded copper, with winged victories on the sides and cities bringing tribute.] Gerald Simons,  Barbarian Europe, Great Ages of Man: A history of the world’s cultures (New York: Time-Life Books, 1968) 10.
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Cesena Bird Brooch, Ostrogothic, gold and precious stones, cloisonné technique with almandines, early 6th c., Germanishes National Museum, Nuremberg, Germany. [The pin combines the stylized bird motif popular among Germanic peoples with a Christian cross; the filigreed metal work, set with garnets, was undoubtedly borrowed from Byzantine art work.] Simons, p. 54.
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Tomb of Theodoric the Great. Before 526. Ravenna. Backes, p. 13. Roman elements put together to make something that is not Roman. (Inside much more Roman).
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VISIGOTHIC CROWN. SEVENTH CENTURY




Votive crown of King Recceswinth [653 X 672], Visigothic, gold filigree with pearls and sapphires, 7th c., National Archaelogical Musuem, Madrid. [The opulent Visigothic crown reveals a barbarian admiration of massive precious stones as well as some refinements of Eastern design; the gold filigree, encrusted with sapphires and pears, and the dangling pendants of rock crystal are of Byzantine origin.] Recceswinth is thought to have given the crown to the Church that converted him. Simons, p. 55.

