Harvard Law School Graduates: A Biographical Research Guide

The Harvard Law School Library Special Collections Department has compiled the following list
of biographical sources, which offer basic information regarding Harvard Law School graduates.
An increasing number of these sources are available digitally and can be accessed via links in
this guide. If you require further assistance, please plan on visiting Special Collections.

Quinguennial cataloque of the officers and | This catalog, published in 1930, includes
graduates, 1636-1930/Harvard University information on the founding of Harvard College

and lists officers of government for the University,
as well as faculty with their dates of service.
Student information includes degree(s) and
date(s) conferred and date of death.

Quinguennial cataloqgue of the officers and | This is the precursor to the Harvard Law School

students of the Law School of Harvard Alumni Directory. It lists Law School faculty, as

University, 1817-1889 well as students. Student information is divided
into three sections: chronological, geographical,

Ouinguennial cataloque of the Law School and alphabetical. It usually includes the following:

of Harvard University, 1894-1953

o Date student entered and left Harvard Law
School

e Address at time of registration

e Address as of publication date

e Date and place of death

Harvard Law School Alumni Directory, The Alumni directory lists faculty dates of service,
1958 — present as well as professional staff up to 2006. Student
information is divided into chronological,
geographical, and alphabetical sections. It includes
the following:

e Degree(s) and date(s) conferred
e Current address
e Class secretary

Class Reports, 1883-present (irregular) Starting in the 1880s, the secretary of each
graduating class published a report listing the
class members and their places of employment.
Over time, these reports have come to include
brief biographical entries for some alumni and
alumnae. Earlier class reports may also include
club membership. The present (2001) policy of the
Harvard Law School Alumni Office is to sponsor
publication of a class report every five years, up to
and including the fiftieth anniversary of
graduation.



http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/collections/special/services/visiting.php
http://pds.lib.harvard.edu/pds/view/6796688
http://pds.lib.harvard.edu/pds/view/6796688
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=387829%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=387829%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=387829%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=387778%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=387778%29
http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/collections/special/researchTools/GraduateBiographical.php#HLSAlumniDirectory
http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/collections/special/researchTools/GraduateBiographical.php#HLSAlumniDirectory
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=151119%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=151119%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=8664937%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=8664937%29

A Cataloqgue of the Officers and Students of
the University in Cambridge, 1819-

1871/72

The Harvard University catalogue,
1872/1873 - 1974/1975

Before the Law School had its own course catalog,
the Law School curriculum was included in the
University catalog. In addition to information on
faculty, tuition, and courses, these catalogs also
included the following:

List of University Overseers

List of students by class year

Residence at the time of entry to law school
Housing location (listed as “room™)
Previous degrees

Harvard Law School Catalogs:

e 1893/94,1896/1897-1969/1970

e 1970 to 2006

e Beginning in the academic year
200672007, the course cataloqg is
only available online

First published in 1893 and annually since 1896.
Includes information on:

courses
tuition

academic calendar
faculty

programs

History of the Harvard Law School and of
Early | egal Conditions in America

by Charles Warren

( Note: An online version of this publication
may be accessed through the e-resource, The
Making of Modern Law however, you must have
a Harvard pin if you are accessing it from
outside of the library )

This three-volume work includes a detailed history
of the Harvard Law School from the school's
founding in 1817 until 1907. Of particular interest
is the third volume, which contains the Harvard
Law School alumni roll, a listing of biographical
data by class year. This volume also includes
reproductions of various Harvard Law School Class
photographs. The following types of information
may be included:

e Place and date of birth

e Family information (parents, siblings,
spouses, children)

e Degrees earned

e Career highlights

e Place and date of death

Yearbooks:

e 1938-1978

e 1979-present

Yearbooks include listings and photographs of
faculty, students, and student organizations.
Earlier yearbooks include undergraduate
information as well as current and permanent
addresses.

No yearbooks were published from 1942/43
through 1944/45. However, the 1945/1946
yearbook includes a listing (without photos) of
graduates since the previous publication in
1941/1942.
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http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1981555%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1981555%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1981555%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1981555%29
http://lms01.harvard.edu/F/3V8X4YJX8SLC2UC7X7XKYFQ8749P65TT5SHAJ8A4VF59Y5LVYE-39117?func=find-b&find_code=SYS&request=137075&adjacent=1
http://lms01.harvard.edu/F/3V8X4YJX8SLC2UC7X7XKYFQ8749P65TT5SHAJ8A4VF59Y5LVYE-39117?func=find-b&find_code=SYS&request=137075&adjacent=1
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=374288%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=374287%29
http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/courses/
http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/courses/
http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/courses/
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=8288046%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=8288046%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=8288046%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=8288046%29
http://e-research.lib.harvard.edu/V/EB5DYIJCDSH98MTCXCKBP1BG634S5I5EKLV82RLJGFETLFJUYY-84172?func=find-db-1-title&mode=titles&scan_start=Making%20of%20Modern%20Law&search_type=exact&restricted=all&pds_handle=GUEST
http://e-research.lib.harvard.edu/V/EB5DYIJCDSH98MTCXCKBP1BG634S5I5EKLV82RLJGFETLFJUYY-84172?func=find-db-1-title&mode=titles&scan_start=Making%20of%20Modern%20Law&search_type=exact&restricted=all&pds_handle=GUEST
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=116756%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=374284%29

HOLLIS

The HOLLIS Catalog of the Harvard University
Libraries is a database containing over 9 million
records for more than 15 million books, journals,
manuscripts, government documents, maps,
microforms, music scores, sound recordings, visual
materials, and data files.

Search for publications, including: class notes,
third year papers, as well as LLM and SJD theses.

OASIS

Harvard's Online Archival Search Information
System provides centralized access to a growing
percentage of finding aids for archival and
manuscript collections at Harvard. These finding
aids are detailed descriptions of collections that
contain a wide variety of materials, including
letters, diaries, photographs, drawings, printed
material, and objects.
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This is Harvard's online union catalog of visual
resources. An increasing number of images
relating to the history of Harvard Law School are
available. Examples include: class pictures,
photographs of faculty members, alumni, and
student organizations.

Harvard/Radcliffe Online Historical

Reference Shelf

This site provides access to frequently consulted
sources on the history of Harvard and Radcliffe.
Sources of note include Harvard Presidents'
reports, 1825-1995. Most of these reports, up to
and including the 1985/1986 issue, contain not
only the report of the President of Harvard
University, but also reports from the various
Harvard faculties and departments, including the
Law School. Law School reports from the late
nineteenth century through the early twentieth
century include the following:

¢ Number of students enrolled

e Number and types of degrees conferred

e Required courses, including faculty and
textbook information, and how often the
class met

e Curriculum changes

e Updates on the Library

e Description of art holdings, including:
paintings, etchings, photographs, etc.



http://hollis.harvard.edu/
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=COT=%28Class+Notes%29
http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/services/research/guides/united_states/basics/hls_theses.php
http://oasis.harvard.edu/
http://via.lib.harvard.edu/via/deliver/advancedsearch?_collection=via
http://hul.harvard.edu/huarc/refshelf/
http://hul.harvard.edu/huarc/refshelf/
http://hul.harvard.edu/huarc/refshelf/AnnualReportsCites.htm#tarHarvardPresidents
http://hul.harvard.edu/huarc/refshelf/AnnualReportsCites.htm#tarHarvardPresidents

Bench and Bar of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts by William T. Davis

Published in 1895, these two volumes include a
brief history of the Massachusetts bench and bar
and an extensive illustrated biographical register
of the men who became attorneys or judges in
Suffolk County and much of Massachusetts
through 1894.

(Note: In 1894 Davis published Professional and
industrial history of Suffolk County,
Massachusetts . Vol. 1. of this earlier work
contains similar information to the Bench and Bar
and is available on-line through Making of Modern
Law.)

For additional questions please contact Harvard Law School Library Special Collections at
specialc@law.harvard.edu or by telephone at (617) 495-4550.

On-line version of this guide at:

http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/collections/special/researchTools/GraduateBiographical.php



http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1059254%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1059254%29
http://hollis.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-c&CCL_TERM=%28sys=1059254%29
http://galenet.galegroup.com.ezp1.harvard.edu/servlet/MOML?dd=0&locID=camb60726&d1=19006662700&srchtp=b&c=1&SU=ALL&df=f&d2=2&docNum=F3705327347&b0=davis%2C+william+t.&h2=1&vrsn=1.0&b1=A0&d6=2&d3=2&ste=10&stp=DateAscend&d4=0.33&n=10&d5=d6
http://galenet.galegroup.com.ezp1.harvard.edu/servlet/MOML?dd=0&locID=camb60726&d1=19006662700&srchtp=b&c=1&SU=ALL&df=f&d2=2&docNum=F3705327347&b0=davis%2C+william+t.&h2=1&vrsn=1.0&b1=A0&d6=2&d3=2&ste=10&stp=DateAscend&d4=0.33&n=10&d5=d6

