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Jones  on  Bailments

We are pleased to announce that William Jones’s Essay on the Law of Bailments (1781) was published in 2007 in the Welsh Legal History Society’s series, with our support.  This monumental work, which has long been unobtainable, has been re-edited by David Ibbetson, Regius Professor of Civil Law at Cambridge. 

One of the most important works of English law to have appeared in the decades after Blackstone’s Commentaries, and building on the judgment of Holt C.J. in Coggs v. Barnard, it analysed the standard of care required of different types of contractual bailees;  and Jones’s views on the subject are still treated with respect today. 

However its influence was not limited to the narrow context of the law of bailment:  it had a profound effect on the development of the tort of negligence, bringing to the fore the ‘reasonable man’ test as the basic determinant of liability;  and it introduced the works of Pothier to an English audience, setting in train the reorganisation of the law of contract.   No less importantly, it represents the high point of a self-consciously ‘scientific’ approach to English legal writing, where authority is subordinated to reason as the source of legal rules, and where as much weight is placed on the writings of Roman jurists as on the reasoning of English judges. 

The editor has annotated Jones’s text and has provided a 100-page introduction placing the work in the dual contexts of eighteenth-century legal thought and the history of bailment at common law.

The Society has received a limited number of copies from the Welsh Legal History Society for sale to our members.  These are offered at £35 (US$70) each, and this includes all dispatch cost if payment is received with order.  Please complete the order form below as applicable.

To:    Secretary, Selden Society, QMUL, Mile End Road, London E1  4NS, UK

Please send one copy of the WLHS edition of Jones’s Essay on the Law of Bailments.

I/We enclose payment of £35 (or US$70)  [or: please invoice plus dispatch cost]

NAME………………………………ADDRESS………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

