Supplementary Series

We are pleased to announce the 17th volume in this series:

King’s Bench and Common Bench in the Reign of Henry III

Compiled by the late C.A.F. Meekings and Dr David Crook, formerly of The National Archives

The volume provides the fullest account of the courts in this formative period of the common law as revealed in the extensive surviving records; with a detailed account of the records themselves and their hazardous history.  They bring to life that early generation of common law judges, their work and careers, not only on the bench but also in their personal, family and property affairs:  Stephen of Seagrave, William of York, Henry of Bratton (‘Bracton’), the royal steward John of Lexington, Jeremy of Caxton, Henry de la Mare, Nicholas de la Tour; and Henry of Bath, whose trial for corruption was the first judicial scandal in English history.   

The volume is in three parts.  The introduction is a complete exposition of and guide to the records, their physical nature, development, custody, arrangement and means of reference.  There follows a detailed narrative history of the court coram rege, later the King’s Bench, with the careers of its individual justices from its revival to the end of the reign, with particular coverage of the period 1239 to 1258.  A supplementary calendar gives some one-hundred surviving feet of fines, by means of which the sittings of the court and its justices may be traced.

The third part of the volume consists of a term-by-term list of the sessions of the court de banco, the Common Bench.  A study of the thousands of feet of fines made in the court during the reign gives session dates and records of attendances by the justices: Preston, Thirkelby, Pattishall, Hubert de Burgh, Thomas of Moulton, Robert of Lexington, Master Simon of Walton and Alan of Wassand.  Each fine is identified by its county and exact reference number and listed under its appropriate date or return day.  Basic details of other surviving records, mainly plea rolls and writs, are added to each term’s entry.   

There are 32 plates of illustrations showing selected rolls and other documents to illustrate the way the courts worked.   There are indexes of persons and places and subjects.  

The volume has 401 pages with the plates.  It is case-bound uniform with the series in maroon cloth and with illustrated dust-jacket.

Please complete the form below as applicable and return to the Secretary.

(-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TO:    Secretary, Selden Society, School of Law, QMUL, Mile End Road, London E1  4NS, UK.

□  Please send me/us one copy of  The KB and CB in the Reign of Hen.III.

                                                                                                                    £35  ($70)  is enclosed.

□  Please invoice me/us for one copy of this volume plus dispatch cost.

NAME……………………………………...ADDRESS………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

