We are pleased to announce the 16th volume in the Supplementary Series:  

English Legal Manuscripts formerly in the collection of 

Sir Thomas Phillipps

compiled by 

Professor Sir John Baker, QC, LL.D, FBA, Literary Director.
Sir Thomas Phillipps (1792-1872) spent his life and his fortune seeking and gathering from all over Europe the greatest collection of manuscripts ever in private hands: over 40,000 items.  Of these no more than 3% were English legal manuscripts; but even so they constitute the largest such collection formed by an individual.  His medieval law books alone included 2 Glanvills, 6 Bractons, 3 Henghams, 20 registers of writs, 18 books of entries, 10 volumes of readings and 50 volumes of reports.   Later legal material included letters, opinions, pleadings, conveyances, deeds and charters.

Following Phillipps’s death the collection was dispersed in a series of auctions and sales which themselves needed almost a century.  Of the legal manuscripts, about 40 came to the British Library, some 30 to Oxford and Cambridge, and 88 to the Harvard Law School.  The rest were bought by libraries or private collectors.  Some remain untraced.

The Phillipps collection as a whole was never properly catalogued.  The present volume lists all of the legal manuscripts that were in bound volumes, the law books.  It also includes some letters, charters, conveyances, manorial records, state papers and the like where these are of particular interest.  Each item is given its provenance, its details as given in the sale catalogue, and present location where known.  To the Phillipps list Professor Baker has added seven substantial appendices, listing the manuscripts in the collections of Sir John Savile (d.1607), Sir Thomas Walmsley (d.1612), Charles Fairfax (d.1673), the 2nd earl of Stamford (d.1720), Sir Gregory Page Turner (d.1843), and the legal manuscripts offered for sale by the dealers Thomas Thorpe (1824-50) and Thomas Rodd (1826-49).   Altogether some 1,533 items are listed.  The volume is an important continuation of the Society’s bibliographical series which includes English Legal Manuscripts in the USA Vols I and II (1985-90), and the Taussig collection (Supp.Series Vol.15, 2007).   A short list of manuscript law reports 1250-1700 is now in preparation.
The introduction gives an account of Phillipps’s eventful life and obsessive character, and the history of his collecting with special reference to his sources for the legal manuscripts;  the attempts at cataloguing the collection;  and the auction details of some notable legal items with prices achieved.  The method of the present list is explained.  There are indexes of names, subjects and current owners.

The volume has 368 pages and is case-bound uniform with the series, with a dust-jacket and portrait frontispiece.  The price for members is £35  (US$70) and this includes all dispatch cost if payment is received with order.    (Non-members’ price:  £40 (US$80) plus dispatch.)
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