Supplementary Series

We are pleased to announce the publication of the 13th volume in this series:

Readers and Readings in the Inns of Court and Chancery

This has been compiled and edited by Professor Sir John. Baker, QC, FBA, Literary Director.   The inns of court and chancery in their heyday, the mid-14th to the mid-17th centuries, constituted one of the largest and most influential law schools in the world, whose teaching was in a real sense law.   Yet changes in the character of  the common law and its study have placed its learning largely beyond reach for the last three hundred years.   This book is the culmination of a search – over many years and on two continents – for texts of the lectures delivered in that law school and of notes derived from them.   

Part I of the volume lists chronologically under each inn of court, every known reader with the year, term and subject of his reading, together with much further information identifying the reader and any text or reference.   Part II lists all known inns of chancery readers and their readings.  Introductions to each part describe the origins, system, status and appointment of readers, and the method of listing.  Part III consists of a bibliography of all known readings, listed under their present locations.   Its introduction describes the procedure at readings, the form which a reading took, and the method of “cases” on imaginary facts posed by the reader for discussion.   There are indexes of names and of subjects and a table of the statutes read upon.

No one has attempted any study of this kind since Dugdale in the 1660s compiled bare lists of readers from the records of the inns.   It is hoped that the existence of this new work of reference may open up the further study of this forgotten genre of common law doctrine.

The volume has 720 pages and is uniform with previous titles in the series.  Thanks to a generous donation from the British Academy the Society is able to offer it to members at the special price of £35 (US$60).   This includes all dispatch costs, provided payment is received with order.   The price to non-members is £45 (US$80) plus dispatch.   Please complete as applicable and return the order form below to the Secretary.   

(----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TO:  Secretary, Selden Society, Laws Building, Queen Mary, Mile End Road, London  E1  4NS, England

Please send one copy at members’ rate of   Readers and Readings in the Inns of Court and Chancery

      I/We enclose cheque for £35 (or US$60)     

             or 

      please invoice me/us for £35 (or US$60) plus dispatch cost 

     [delete as applicable]
NAME……………………………………….….    ADDRESS…………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…







