Honorable __________________
U.S. House of Representatives   
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative _________________________:
As your constituent, I urge you to support the Military Readiness Enhancement Act, which would repeal the discriminatory “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” statute governing military service by lesbian, gay and bisexual Americans. 

Only one law in the United States mandates firing someone because of his or her sexual orientation. That law is 10 U.S.C. 654, also known as “Don't Ask, Don't Tell.” It applies to all Americans serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, including active duty, Reserve, and National Guard personnel. This means that over two million Americans serving in uniform today are bound by this discriminatory law; among them, an estimated 65,000 lesbian, gay and bisexual Americans in uniform live with the constant threat of career-ending discharge under “Don't Ask, Don't Tell.” This is no way to treat patriotic Americans who volunteer to serve our nation, particularly today, in its time of need. 

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” prevents qualified and highly capable Americans from serving in the Armed Forces. Over 10,000 people have been discharged since “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” became the law in 1993. This number includes dozens of Arabic and Farsi linguists, doctors, nurses, pilots, infantrymen, mechanics - over 800 people with skills for which the military currently suffers critical shortages. Women are discharged under “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” at twice the rate of their presence in the military, and the majority of people discharged under the policy are young - between the ages of 18 and 25 years old. “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” has ruined thousands of talented young people's military careers, and cost our nation well over $200 million over the last decade. 

As a law student, I personally know talented future lawyers who are denied the opportunity to serve this country in one of the Justice Advocate General Corps solely because of their sexual orientation. As a future member of a profession that seeks truth and justice in all matters, I am firmly opposed to this unfair, discriminatory law that promotes dishonesty and disserves the principles and security of our nation. 

Please support the Military Readiness Enhancement Act, by joining over 111 of your colleagues as a co-sponsor, and work to end “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” now. 

Sincerely, 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

